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SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY FRENCH SPEAKING PUPILS 


(En 
The French-speaking Inspectoral Staff 
TRANSFERS : 


The following transfers were made at midsummer 1943: 


1. Mr. Adélard Gascon, M.A., B.Paed., of Ottawa, was relieved of his inspection 
duties and was asked to devote his whole time to the preparation of correspon- 
dence courses and the revision of text-books for French-speaking pupils. 


2. Mr. Falconio Choquette, B.A., of Ottawa was transferred from R.C. Separate 
Division XXII to R.C. Separate Division XXI. 


3. Mr. Laurier Carrière, B.A., B.Paed., was transferred from R.C. Separate 
Division II, P.S. Simcoe North (No. 1), and P.S. District Division VII (2), 
Sudbury, to R.C. Separate Division XXIV and P.S. Glengarry (No. 2), with 
residence at Cornwall. 


The establishment of a new French-speaking inspectoral centre at Cornwall 
permitted a redistribution of the Eastern Ontario French-speaking inspectorates 
into more compact units. 


4. Dr. Rémi Millette, M.A., B. Paed., Ph.D., was transferred from R.C. Separate 
Division TITI and Public School District VII (3) to R.C. Separate Division II, 
Public School Simcoe North (No. 1). and P.S. Division VII (2), to succeed Mr. 
Carrière. 


5. Mr. Arthur Godbout, BA. B.Paed., was transferred from the staff of the 
University of Ottawa Normal School to R.C. Separate Division III and Public 
School District VII (3) with residence at Sudbury. 


Teachers’ Training and Qualifications 


In 1942-43 there were 113 teachers-in-training at the University of Ottana 
Normal School, 20 of whom were enrolled in the First Class course, and 93 in the 
Second Class course. As a result of the term and final examinations 16 students 
were awarded First Class certificates, and 92 obtained Second Class certificates. 


The following table shows the number and percentage of Ontario French- 
speaking elementary school teachers holding First or Second Class certificates in 
November, 1943, and the progress made in this regard since 1929 :— 


1929 1939 | 1940 | 1941 1942 | 1943 


———— mm | eme 


Total number of French-speaking teachers 














11Elementarv Schools. 1... .,:,.... 1,087 | 1,390 | 1,416 | 1,438 | 1,441 | 1,448 
Number of above teachers holding I or II 

UP CERCLE Du NO LN 0. TAN rl ent At 50/5974 01272 
Percentage of French-speaking teachers hold- 


ing LOI: Class certificates. :....... 25.11 | 91.43 | 92.58 | 90.89 | 88.41 | 87.85 


The slight decrease since 1941 in the number of First and Second Class 
certificated teachers is due to the abnormal situation caused by the war. 
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Secondary School Classes 


TES of ao + 








GRADE 
SCHOOL 
IX X XI 
Alexandrit High SEEN er EURE 17 8 8 
Cochräne-Hiphs-4 2e re RSC 6 3 1 
Cornwall Collegiate and Vocational ....... 23 DT 18 
Embror Hire RP PR 24 LL 12 
Espanola CON tinua ton SR SON AE 6 2 3 
Hawkesbury High (for French-speaking 

Pupilis) TRE SE MEN 54 271 27 
Hentst Hg ER 10 3 2 
Kapuskasing Higher Re N 20 14 8 

Kirkland Lake Collegiate and Vocational... 28 Die Pepe 
Mattawa Hire MARNE RERO 8 D 6 
Ottawa Technical PERS RE s EE ets 53 35 27 
Paincourt-Contiauation ne Tr PR eue 6 6 6 
Penetanguishene ES ROME Eee 21 15 9 
Plantageneét His hf RP Re PP 23 22 14 
Rocklnd'Highs 2 RE Re 18 14 11 
Smooth Rock Falls Continuation.......... 7 6 4 
Sturséeon Falls High, MR eee 32 39 : 24 
Sudbury High ahd Technical... 727 60 15 10 

IDE ry-HIER PS PE SC ORNE ANS 6 DEEE RS 
Timmins High and Vocational:..........… 75 40 9 
Vantkleek: Hill Collegia té RE 1 7 6 
LORAÏS Lane PET DR EP UNE 516 312 205 





NoTE:—The absence of students in the higher grades of some of the above schools is due Es . : “4 
the fact that the advanced French courses were just recently established in those 
schools. À 


students in the secondary schools of the provincial system for the STE 1938. te 
1943: UT 





Grade ‘ 

Vear - - 

IX XECS XI XII XIII ÉT FTatale 
LOGS ETES TÉPROSPR E ETES DAT 182 150 143 32 839 
19895 PR Eee RE RS 392 235 203 130 67 1,027 
194055: 22 SP RE ET 440 310 172 152 48 1,102 
LOALS ETS NE PR AE 584 330 168 119 he 1,249 
192 EE SRB RS TR EP RRRR-2 OL 330 189 101 30 À 1,187 


1948 7 55 LR RTE 516 312 205 114 22 1,169 


It will be noted that good progress was made in the total enrolment until 
1941. The slight decrease since 1942 is due to the war situation. | 


There are, besides the 1,169 students reported above, some 2,500 Ontario 
French-speaking students who are pursuing their studies in the Grade IX and 
Grade X classes of the elementary schools, [Table No. 1 (A) (i), page 4, of this 
report], and in private schools. Some of the latter are inspected by the De- … - 
partment of Education for the purpose of accepting, or not accepting the teachers” 
recommendations in respect to pupils who are candidates for Middle School 
certificates. 





The following are excerpts taken from a report on the Advanced French 


classes of the secondary schools submitted by Mr. Henri Lemieux, B.A., B.Paed., 
High School Inspector: 


CP 


‘’Satisfactory general progress may be reported in the Advanced French 
classes in the Secondary Schools. 


In order to obtain more uniform standards of achievement in the dif- 
ferent schools throughout the province, it has been found desirable to aim 
at a certain degree of uniformity in the methods of teaching used by the 
different teachers. Satisfactory results have already been attained in this 
direction and efforts will be continued. 


In the teaching of French Literature a gradual shift of emphasis from 
the ‘‘explanatory’”’ type of approach to the ‘‘appreciative”’ treatment of 
literary pieces is being encouraged. In French Composition a need is felt 
for more suitable text-books which would help to introduce in the teaching 
a greater degree of continuity, integration and uniformity. 


A gratifying feature of the work of the Advanced French classes is the 
increased interest which is being developed in supplementary and general 
reading. As a result of a ‘mot d’ordre”” given last year, a campaign is in 
progress with a twofold aim: (1) to increase the number of French books 
in the school libraries where needed and (2) to encourage the students to 
read more, to acquire a love of books and a desire for self-information. 
Commendable results in this line are attained at the Timmins High and 
Vocational School, in particular, which has over 300 French books in its 
library, and where the pupils also take advantage of an excellent French 
section of over 5,000 books in the Public Library. 


During the months of May and June, return visits were paid to most of the 
Advanced French classes in the province. On the occasion of those second 
visits, and on other occasions, in several localities, public meetings were 
arranged with the parents and efforts were made to promote a greater 
desire for higher education among the French-speaking population. 


The French contest which has been held in the Primary Schools since 
1938 has been extended this year to the Advanced French classes of the 
Secondary Schools. Regional contests were held in the Spring at Hawkes- 
bury, Ottawa, Sudbury and Timmins, and the final provincial contest was 
held at Ottawa during the Easter Week. The winners, one boy and one 
girl, were awarded scholarships at the Ottawa University and at the Rideau 
ÿtreet Convent, respectively. 


Four teachers of the Advanced French classes resigned their positions 
during the year in order to enlist in the Armed Forces: Roch Cadieux, 
Vankleek Hill Collegiate; Marcel Bellehumeur, Mattawa High School; 
Sylvio Régimbal, Sturgeon Falls High School; M. Cataford, Kapuskasing 
High School.” 


Elementary Schools 


Ag$e-Grade Distribution of Pupils 


The tables on pp. 4-12, present a compilation of the French-speaking 


School Inspectors’ Annual Age-Grade Reports for May, 1943. 
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The following comparative table, for the years 1938, 1939, 1942, and 1943, 
shows the marked progress which has been achieved, during the period under 
review, in the grade-enrolment distribution of French- speaking classes in all 
Sr schools :— 


Separate and Public Schools 











1938 | 1939 1942 1943 
Grade 
Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
RES ER CE  COÉ RE RER 02002206 180550018402 7,648 "17.39 /1"7375 | 17:22 
LR TT D en Nc 6,992 | 14.75 | 7,148 | 14.49 | 6,245 | 14.20 | 6,200 | 14.47 
VÉIRR eT  n LeEL: LO741010 749€ 6,021m13 45% 5970"|13.59 25,831 13:61 
AN Sn a a Eu D, © D/048 11111074" °°6,964112/00%1 5,842 | 13:28-| 5,514 | 12.88 
MÉRRSRRREE  t r 7 DIOZANEID SUN SRI 106/275%1#11:099%|75,292%1-12.36 
CES AT ER RTL 4,715.|"10.07-1" 5136 | 10:41 | 4,528 | 10.30 | 4,607 | 10.76 
NOR RE RAR ER 3,764 7.95 | 4,018 ROIS, 747 8.52 | 3,560 8.31 
DÉPIT PRES ne 2,913 6.15 | 3,436 619/0126;:191 1205891112 SPL 
INR RAR ER 7 421 1#52 893 1.81 795 1381 768 1.79 
A te ut ve 443 .93 587 1:19 471 1.07 398 93 
? Auxiliary Classes... Ale 464 068 100 540-065 60 | 171 40 
LOIRET UE. 47,397 1100.00 | 49,319 1100.00 | 43,986 1100.00 | 42,828 [100.00 


The decrease in the total enrolment since 1942 is due largely to the move. 
ment of a great number of French-speaking families from mining and other 
places to wartime industrial centres where French-speaking classes were not yet 
organized. 


While the enrolment in each of the first six grades is now almost normal 
and the percentage of enrolment in the Grade VIII classes has increased from 
6.15, in 1938, to 7.27, in 1943, it is evident that the successful effort made in 
recent years by teachers and inspectors should be relentless until the enrolment 
in each of Grade VII and Grade VIII classes has reached at least 10 per cent of 
the total school enrolment. 


TABLE No. 2 


ANALYSIS OF AGE-GRADE DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO IDEAL AGE-SPREAD 
IN ELEMENTARY RURAL AND URBAN SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1943 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 





Under Within Over 
Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 
Grade TN 

Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

RE AL, 176 2.39 6,698 90.82 501 6.79 
ET RRE  uR 130 2.10 5,305 85.56 765 12.34 
CR ne TL 122 2.09 4,718 80.92 991 16.99 
NE A. 152 2.78 4,277 dt 1,085 19.67 
NRC NN ER Eh, 201 3.80 4,071 76.93 1,020 1924 
DR RE Re LR 259 5202 3,043 79.08 100 15:30 
DRE Re 254 4:14 2,962 83.20 344 9.66 
VAR. CSA NERO 302 9.70 2,615 84.03 195 6.27 
Ne  .. : 100 13-02 646 84.12 22 2.86 
SR RE RE mt, .. 84 21:10 309 77.84 4 1.00 
3 RE UN 1,781 4.16 35,244 82.29 5,632 13:45 





NoïTE:—-The 171 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 
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F-F0 
: Lee 
(B) Separate Schools Re 
Under Within Over de ES 
Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age SR à 
Grade A 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number Per cent de 5 
L'HUNSMINTESSSRT 134 2.00 | 6,102 | 91.36 133 | 664 He 
LAN ENT ET ne 114 2.01 4,869 86.04 676 11:00 
ILE SEAT CR RE 91 1771 4,330 81.50 892 16925772 
IV Es TIME TE CHENTE IE RE en 143 2.83 8,933 77.98 : 971 19.24 
VE RS DRE RTS RD 176 3.60 3,770 77.19 938: | 4921-77 
VESSSEE 2086 POSTERS 4 229 5.35 3,380 78.97 671 15:68 “75 
VIS PSE PNA PR IN PEER 230 6.96 D 1DÉ 83.50 315 9.54. : 
VIII 5e ART ER 276 9.53 2,437 84.15 183 6.32 
LE ARE Fi Le LUS EU M Et 96 12.76 634 84.31 22 2.93 
Née Ne RTS DNA ALT PPS RE 84 21:21 308 77.78 4 1.01 
Totals: sa A re 1,573 3.99 32,520 82.59 »,115 12.99 s 
NOTE —The 171 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. KE 
(C) Public Schools . 
Under Within Over EE 
Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Zi 
Grade à 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent TE 
PSE UE ON ne RL NET GP 42 6.04 596 85.63 58 8.33 
DEEE TAN ER TEE 16 2.96 436 80.59 89 16.45 
HSE KT RN RRER ET e 31 5 99 388 74.90 99 19.11 
EVE GT Den Te EE TE 10 2.14 344 13.902 114 24.36 
VE DE MERE RTS NS AR 25 6.13 301 13411 82 20.10 
VI MERE Te Pr VE D PC 30 9.17 263 80 .43 . 34 10.40 
VIT D RE EE 1 En 24 9.30 205 79.46 29 11.24 
VI EL SL SRE PRET ET CRETE RE 26 12.04 178 82.41 12 5.08 L 
CRE ER ee PR EE 4 25.00 12 75:00: 62 TVR 
X 244 5 Bases dre. MO OMC PMP IE PRES 1 100.004 30 RAR = 
Lotals, Si er Rare 208 6.03 2,724 78.98 017 14.99 
TABLE No. 3 : è 


GRADE-ENROLMENT DISTRIBUTION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1943 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 





Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades T 

Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

LEV ES SS SIT RER ET 10,955 61.06 13,966 56.12 24,921 58.19, 
VENTES ER LE CERN ERP 6,615 36.87 9,956 40 .00 16,571 38.69 
IX PRIOR IEEE 371 2.07 794 3.19 1,165 22 
Auxiliary. : 568 CARS RE PDNE EnEeS L71 .69 171 .40 
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(B) Separate Schools 














Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades RE ——— 
| + Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
D 5... 9,320 60.48 13,378 55.83 22,698 57.64 
NN. 5,738 91:22 9,624 40.12 15,362 SO 
dl =... 396 2790 792 De O2 1,148 2.92 


lo 171 13 IA .43 





(C) Public Schools 








Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades Es 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
MN ER A 2. 1,635 64.70 588 65277 2,223 64.46 
Ne VAL TER RARE mt 877 3207 92 36.01 1,209 99:09 
RU EN ES .59 2 22 17 .49 


The following comparative table shows the grade-enrolment distribution of 


French-speaking pupils in separate and public schools for the years 1938, 1939, 


1941, and 1943 :— 


Separate and Public Schools 




















1938 1939 1941 1943 
Grades Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
7 — ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
Ro CPR Tate 2. 28,730 | 60.61 | 29,098 | 59.00 | 29,089 | 57.84 | 24,921 | 58.19 
DA NP LR AE 17,280 136.46 |" 18,473 | 37.46 | 19,435 | 38.64 | 16,571 | 38.69 
MONT ARR PT RE AUS 1,170 2:47 1,480 3.00 1,520 7: DZ 1,165 22 


Auxiliary..... DRE 217 .46 268 .54 252 .00 171 .40 


Provincial Contest 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SECTION 


The finals of the sixth annual provincial contest among the Grade VIII 
French-speaking pupils were held in Ottawa on April 29th, 1943. After winning 
preliminary tests in their own schools and inspectorates, twenty-four contestants 
—one boy and one girl from each of the twelve French-speaking inspectorates — 
took part in this final competition. ‘The four provincial winners, the first two 
of whom were awarded secondary school scholarships, were as follows :— 


1st boy: Jean-Marcel Touchette, 13, Garneau School, Ottawa; 

st girl: Marie Corbeil, 12, St. Charles School, Timmins; 

2nd boy: Jean-Vves Gougeon, 12, St. Jean-Baptiste School, Ottawa; 

2nd girl: Jeannine Lascelle, 13, Sacré-Coeur School, Hawkesbury. 

Since 1938, when the first provincial contest was held, the scholarships 


awarded each year have been generously given by private educational institutions 
of Ontario and Quebec. So far, sixteen talented boys and girls have been thus 


enabled to pursue their studies beyond the eiementary school level, and, from 


the regular reports received on their school work, give good promise of becoming 
leading citizens. 
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In view of the manifest advantages of this annual competition and the ever- 


increasing interest it arouses among the French-speaking population of this 


province, L'Association Canadienne-Française d'Education d’'Ontario decided in 


1940 to establish a scholarship fund for the benefit of the most deserving con- 


testants. It is hoped that, with the assistance being offered by the Departmef} 


of Education, gifted French-speaking students of Ontario will seize in ever 
greater numbers these splendid opportunities to complete their secondary and 
university education. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL SECTION 


The first province-wide contest among the Grade XII and Grade XIII 
French-speaking students was held during the year. It proved quite successful. 
Preliminary contests were held in four regional centres and were followed by the 
final competition in Ottawa at the same time as the elementary school contest, 
on April 29th. The two provincial winners, who were awarded valuable scholar- 
ships by the University of Ottawa and the Bruyère College, Ottawa, were the 
following : 


François Morisset, 17, University of Ottawa High School; 
Yvette Laviolette, 18, Rockland High School. 


A Successful Experiment 


As in previous years the French-speaking school inspectors submitted 


interesting reports on special enterprises undertaken in their respective inspec- 
torates. ‘The following is a résumé of the report received from Dr. Rémi Millette, 
of Sudbury: 


The Kindergarten-Primary Class, Sault Ste. Marie 


“St. Ignace school, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, caters to 240 pupils of French-speaking 
parents. 


In September, 1940, a Kindergarten-Primary class with an average enrolment of 30 





pupils was established in this school. Pupils 5 years of age were thus given an opportunity . 


of acquiring, through conversation, work and play, a basic vocabulary in the French Roelsee 
as a preparation for more formal work in the grades. 


Experience has now proven that the pupils concerned have benefited by frequent 
opportunities to speak French and have acquired a more extensive vocabulary adapted to 
their intellectual level. ‘The authorized Pre-Primer, ‘‘Frou-Frou et Fin-Fin’’ has been the 
basis for interesting conversation lessons in the mother-tongue, which take the greatest part 
of the day’s programme. Vet, time is alloted to number-work, to singing, rhythmics, reci- 
tation, simple exercises in physical training, games, manual work in cutting, pasting and 
colouring. The sandtable serves frequently for modelling and various kinds of constructive 
work. Pupils learn happy confidence in themselves from these rightly directed activities. 
Smoothly, without cleavage or shock, the young child is conditioned to a certain mode of 
behaviour in this special class, which mode of behaviour is continued in the grades. Thus, 
school is an entity with ‘‘progress from ingress to egress’”’ along a smoothly constructed 
gradient. 


Approach to the studies as begun in Grade I is made in the incidental informal method. 
* Group routines of the grades are learned gradually. Pupils spend three hours per day in 
the classroom for a full day’s programme. 


It is now noted, after four years of experience with this special class, that the pupils 


concerned, now in the first three grades, have benefited greatly by this course. They are 


up to and above standard in the French subjects of Grade I to Grade III inclusive, and 
also in English and-in the other subjects of the Programme of Studies”. 


It is hoped that the successful experiment reported above by Dr. Millette 
will set an example to be followed in many other inspectorates. School boards, 
in urban centres especially, would be well advised to establish kindergarten- 
primary classes, which eventually would mean both a saving in school costs and 
a betterment in educational results. 
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“L'Association de l'Enseignement Français de l’Ontario”’ 


The provincial association of French-speaking teachers and inspectors held 

its fourth annual. convention in Ottawa, on April 29th and 30th, 1943. Mr. 

délard Gascon, M.A., B.Paed., of Ottawa, was elected president for the year 
943-44. 


| Outstanding among the Association’s achievements of the year was the 
publication in December, 1943, of a school magazine entitled ‘L'Ecole ontari- 
enne’”’. This 140-page magazine, the first of its kind to be published in Ontario, 
contains articles in French and in English which are of interest to both the 
elementary and the secondary school teachers. The articles were contributed 
by teachers actually engaged in teaching in schools attended by French-speaking 
pupils. In his foreword, the President of the Association expresses the hope 
that ‘L'Ecole ontarienne’”’ may continue to be published at least annually. 


Correspondence Courses 


In June, 1943, ended the first school year in which correspondence courses 
were given to French-speaking children of Ontario. ‘The great usefulness of this 
service was evidenced by the large enrolment of beginners—152 Grade I French- 
speaking pupils—-and by the satisfaction expressed by many parents regarding 
their children’s progress during the year. As a mark of appreciation some 
parents sent in the photographs of the children enrolled in the courses. One 
mother wrote in June: ‘I am quite satisfied with the Grade I studies. - has 
done very well. She recognises all the words and reads fluently. She completed 
her French primer a month ago. I thank you.” Another parent, writing at 
the end of the school year, said: “I am happy to tell you that and 
understand what they read and that they are now able to read the whole book. 
I am perfectly satisfied with the results obtained and I wish to thank you.” 











In September, 1943, the courses for French-speaking pupils of Grade IT 
were ready for distribution. The total enrolment during the school year 1943-44 
was as follows: Grade I, 101; Grade II, 110. It is evident from the reports 
received that this service is highly appreciated by the French-speaking popula- 
tion of Ontario. 


The lessons for French-speaking pupils of Grade III and Grade IV, which 
have been prepared by Inspector Adélard Gascon, M.A., B.Paed., will be avail- 
able in September, 1944. 


Music 


Notable progress was made in this field of French education during 1943. 
Under the able guidance of Mr. G. Roy Fenwick, Mus. B., Provincial Supervisor 
of Music, Mr. Joseph Beaulieu, Mus. B., Assistant Supervisor of Music, was 
successful in giving much impetus to the teaching of music in the schools attended 
by French-speaking pupils. 


Besides paying regular visits to the schools and meeting with school boards 
and inspectors, Mr. Beaulieu fostered the organization of pupil choirs and gave 
several demonstration lectures to groups of teachers and to the students of the 
University ‘of Ottawa Normal School. 


A series of seven song books for classes of Grade II to Grade VIII was 
developed during the year. These books each containing 24 selected songs in 
French and in English were well received by the teachers and have contributed 
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in a large measure to the progress of vocal music in schools attended by French 
speaking pupils. 


Junior Red Cross 


7 


In September, 1943, the Junior Red Cross Society of Ontario appointed Æ) 
French-speaking field-secretary, Miss Juliette Fortin, R.N., of Sudbury. 


As shown by the following figures, marked progress in the Junior Red es Le 
activities was achieved in schools attended by French-speaking pupils us the 2 
last four months of the year: 


ENROLMENT | : 
June, 1943, 323 branches with 11,100 members; ; 
December, 1943, 604 ‘ ‘* 19,368 5 


It is anticipated that at the end of 1944 there will be approximately 1,000 
branches of the Junior Red Cross with some 30,000 French-speaking members. 


Teachers and inspectors are to be highly commended for their successful 
effort in bringing within reach of their pupils the wonderful advantages offered. 
by the Junior Red Cross Society. 





ROBERT GAUTHIER, 


Director of French Instruction. 
Toronto, June 27th, 1944. | 
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